Course Descriptions
7th & 8th Grade

1st Semester Classes

(September 2 – November 18, 2011)

9:00-10:00

Speech 

Teacher: Mrs. Leslie Aquart 
Class Fee: $6 per 6 weeks 


Supply Fee: $6 One-time
We will be learning the art of impromptu speaking, which includes random topics, apologetics and current events. This skill will help students to think quickly on their feet and speak concisely on a given topic. We will also focus on interpretive speaking, which will focus on memorizing and "acting" out a piece of literature, which may be 2-3 minutes in length.

Homework: Moderate, in that it involves memorization of speeches.
10:10 – 11:10
The Civil War

Teacher: Mrs. Babette Thurston
Class Fee: $6 per 6 weeks


Supply Fee: $6 One-time
Once upon a time there was a young nation trying to settle down and learn to live together as a country. It was harder than they thought! This young nation began to quarrel about one thing and before you know it, a civil war broke out. What nation you say, the Unites States of America! Did you know that there were at least 10,000 soldiers less than 18 years old? How about that black soldiers were paid only $10 while white soldiers were paid $13? These are some of the fun facts and activities that we will be doing as we explore the North vs. the South! Want to make a kettle drum? Eat what the soldiers ate? Build a Pen Cap Submarine? Me too! Join me as we investigate this time in our nation's history that helped to shape our nation. 
Homework: Light to Moderate

11:20 – 12:20

Math Olympiads

Teacher: Mrs. Annette Tellez
Class Fee: $10 per 6 weeks


Supply Fee: $6 per semester
Develop mathematical problem solving skills in a fun and creative way!  Be part of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary and Middle Schools (MOEMS) of over 100,000 students nationwide, of which 15,000 are 7th and 8th grade students.  Our team will be a Division M team geared for 7th and 8th grade students.

This year we will cover new math concepts along with review of concepts learned last year to make the class challenging for both new and returning students.  Students will prepare for and participate in a nationwide Math Olympiads program consisting of 5 contests held once a month starting in November, with the remaining 4 contests held during Session II.  Each Olympiad contest consists of 

Course Descriptions
7th & 8th Grade (cont.)
1st Semester Classes 
(September 2 – November 18, 2011)

five challenging word problems, which take about 30 minutes in total to complete.  Students receive recognition for their accomplishments and for their standing amongst the nationwide students.

***Please note this is a 2 semester class. Students are required to register for both semesters***

Required Supplies:

· 1” Three Ring Binder

· 5 Tabs
· Loose leaf paper
Homework: Moderate. Students will receive homework to reinforce concepts learned in class, along with practice contest problems.

1:15 – 2:15

Rotating Unit Studies

1. 21 Balloons
     Sept. 2 – Oct. 7
   Teacher: Mrs. Krisan Lamberti
     Class Fee: Free

      Supply Fee: None
This easy to read book is fascinating!  It will open for us the world of maps, geography, inventions, architecture & furniture, various types of travel, what it means to be a citizen, literary terminology, and even the basics about diamonds (& a little geology to go with it).   These 6 weeks are a wonder of history, sociology, literature, science, & creativity. 

Homework: Light
2.  Travel Planner  
     Oct. 14 – Nov. 18
    Teacher: Mrs. Celine Sneathen
     Class Fee: Free

     Supply Fee: None
A travel guide for planning learning trips and fun adventures. Get tips on kid-friendly "must sees," discover hidden gems and learn insider secrets for holidays in Europe, North America, South America, Asia and Africa. "Travel Planner" will combine fun things to do with practical tips for destinations all over the world. 

Planning trips are easier than you might think – do a little research, and everything will fall into place. Learn what to use to plan your trips and start enjoying your trip!!!

Homework: Light to Moderate

Course Descriptions
7th & 8th Grade (cont.)

2nd Semester Classes 

(January 13 – March 30, 2012)

9:00-10:00

The World Wars

Teacher: Mrs. Jolene Attard 
Class Fee: $6 per 6 weeks

Supply Fee: $6 One-time
War is not all battles, weapons, and uniforms. War is every story of every person who gives their life in service of their country. We will see the important and personal sacrifice our country played in the worldwide struggle for justice and freedom and discover how the United States became not only a global power but a 'superpower' equal to no other as a result of these 'Great Wars'. 

Required Book: Encyclopedia of the United States at War by June A. English & Thomas D. Jones  ISBN: 0-590-63421-6

Homework: Moderate
10:10 – 11:10

Writing With Homophones

Teacher: Mrs. Sarah Buttermore
Class Fee: $20 per 6 weeks

Supply Fee: $6 One-time

How do you remember which/witch word goes wear/where? Bye/Buy/By the end of this class, you will know/no four/for/fore sure! Students will learn fun tricks to/too/two permanently train there/their memory and improve their writing. We will cover 50 homophone sets (words pronounced the same way but that have different meaning and spelling) and 25 sets of easily confused words, and practice using these words in our writing. Remember that spell checking on the computer does not catch homophones!

Required Supplies:

· 1” Three Ring Binder

· 1 ream loose leaf paper

· Colored pen (red/green/purple/pink)

· Blue/black pen

· White Out

Homework: Moderate
11:20 – 12:20

Math Olympiads

See 1st Semester Course Description.
