Civil War Class

5-6th grade

Week 1: Introduction and Causes of the Civil War: Begin timeline, causes of the Civil War, A Nation Divided, and class discussion. Homework: Answer questions on p. 10 A Nation Divided

Week 2: Leaders of the North and South: Continue timeline, Key Leaders of the North and South, class discussion, handouts, and discuss final project. Discuss “What side are you on?” Project: Make regimental flags.

Homework: Define vocabulary words.

Week 3: Secession: Discuss states involved and what happened next? Class discussion, review handouts, and do Map Activity.

Homework: Begin research and planning for final project. Use list of websites for resources.

Week 4: Civil War Battles: Discuss primary battles that affected both sides with major casualties and losses. Class discussion and interactive battlefield. Project: How to make a lean-to-shelter.

Homework: Complete "Which battle?" handout

Week 5: Weapons and Ironclads: Discuss the weaponry and the Ironclads importance to the Civil War. We will also look at how these affected the advancement of the war. Class discussion and handout on weaponry. Project: Complete Civil War Weaponry Handout.

Homework: Continue to work and research on you final project.

Week 6: Slavery & The Underground Railroad: Read excerpts from slave writings, discuss and define the Underground Railroad, and talk about key people. Project: Underground Railroad Lantern

Homework: Complete "Underground Railroad Handout"

Week 7: The Emancipation Proclamation and Gettysburg: Discuss President Lincoln's role during the Civil War, the impact of the Emancipation Proclamation, and Lincoln's Gettysburg Address. Project: Make Berry Ink

Homework: Continue to work on final project.

Week 8: Life as a Soldier: Discuss what life was like for the soldiers of the Civil War. Class discussion on medicine, food, and prisons. Project: Make Johnny Cakes

Homework: Complete Life at War Worksheet

Week 9: Women of the Civil War. Discuss pivotal women that affected and even participated in the Civil War. Complete "Outrageous Women of the Civil War handout." Project: Victorian Scrap Cards

Week 10: Final Moments of the Civil War: Discuss the end to the Civil War, Why the North won? How was the country affected after the war? The Loss of a President. Project: Freedom Quilt blocks.

Homework: Complete Final Project and be ready to present November 11th and 18th.

Week 11: Final thoughts on the Civil War. Presentation of final projects group 1. If time permits: Corn cob checkers.

Week 12: Presentation of projects group 2. If time permits: do "Play the Bones" activity. 

