The Twenty-one Balloons

Teacher:  Mrs. Lamberti          Class Grades 7 – 8

Before the first class, read chapters 1 & 2.

Week 1:  September 2
In Class  Geography--World map with continents, oceans, San Francisco & New York City,
               Krakatoa.  Literary Terms—fiction, non-fiction, bibliography, historical fiction, 
               literary license.  Science—longitude, latitude, ballooning, ballast, inventions.  
               Begin Invention Inventory, a list of all the inventions found in this book.


  The Presidential Train—just the quick facts.

Homework:  Read chapters 3, 4, & 5.  The book has the Professor travel the world in 40 days
              which was a new “record” at the time. What is the fastest one can travel around the

              world today? 

Week 2:  September 9
In Class:  Geography—Diamond mines.  Science—diamonds & mining, Invention Inventory.  

                Social Studies—Discuss the travel around the world findings.  What does it mean to 
                be a citizen?  Game—juggling.  Invention Projects.

Homework:  Read chapters 6, 7, & 8.  Recipe Hunt – Find a recipe that you might like to try

                from the following nations: America, China, Sweden, Turkey, Russia, Italy, France, 
                the Netherlands (Dutch), or Morocco.  Your recipe can be for anything that 

                you might like to eat or drink. But don’t fret, you don’t have to make it, just bring 

                in the recipe. AFTER your reading, begin thinking about your invention project.
Week 3:  September 16
In Class:  Social Studies--Coat of Arms, Constitutions.  Geography—Add to the maps: 

               China, Britain, France, the Netherlands, Sweden, Morocco, Turkey, Versailles, 

               Cairo, Java, Sumatra.  Color the cuisine countries of America, China, Sweden, 

               Turkey, Russia, Italy, France, the Netherlands, and Morocco.  What could those 

               other countries might be that are represented by the Krakatoan names?  Science—

               Invention Inventory.  Art & Design--Architecture and Furniture styles.  Game.

Homework:  Read chapters 9 & 10.  Create your own “Coat of Arms”.  Remember, your coat 

               of arms should represent you—your interests, hobbies, faith, and the colors chosen 

               are important too.  Be prepared to share your “Coat of Arms” in class.

               Continue work on your invention project.

Week 4:  September 23
In Class:  Science--The World of Volcanoes, Invention Inventory, air currents.  History—

                Krakatoa.  Geography—Add to the maps: the Sunda Strait, India, Persia, Hungary, 

                Austria, Germany, Belgium, the Dardanelles, Caspian Sea, Black Sea, 

                Mediterranean Sea, Poland, Bermuda, Scotland, and the English Channel.

Homework:  Finish Invention Projects for September 30th presentations.

Week 5:  September 30
In Class:  Invention Project Presentations

Homework:  A paragraph: What was/were your favorite portion(s) of this story?

                Prep yourself for the final competition---Team Jeopardy!

Week 6:  October 7
In Class:  21 Balloon Team Jeopardy
