7th-12th Grade Road Map to College Prep Success!

7th

Consider enrolling your student into the DUKE Talent Identification Program (TIP), which identifies gifted students by examining SAT scores in 7th grade. Check out www.DUKE.edu for more information. Duke TIP may qualify your student for university awards and scholarships. To prepare, students should take a good SAT prep class before taking the December or January SAT. It’s also a good idea to introduce logic games and curriculum into your student’s routine.

8th

Meet with the guidance counselor at your student’s prospective high school to decide on which of the “Three-Tier High School Program Plan” is best. For homeschooling families, choose the best plan for your academic goals. Begin shopping for a college or university. Check out the minimum SAT requirements and scholarship opportunities available at your student’s favorites. Set a goal for your student’s ideal standardized test score, and make a game plan for achieving it. Continue encouraging logic initiatives and make sure your student is reading quality literature and classic books. (3-Tier Plan on back) 

9th

Start PSAT and SAT prep early, so your student will have plenty of time to improve. Concentrate on preparing for the PSAT, and in effect you will be preparing for the SAT as well. Spend 30 minutes a week practicing test-taking strategies using College Board materials. Take the PSAT in October. It will not count for scholarships, but it will allow your student to become familiar with the test. When you receive the test booklet back in the mail, go over it in order to find your student’s weak points.

10th

Begin seriously investigating the brochures, web sites and campuses of your favorite colleges and universities. Think about college size, atmosphere and price. Spend at least an hour a week learning the strategies and hidden patterns found on standardized exams. Take a good prep course if you haven’t yet. Take the PSAT in October again for practice. Take an actual SAT test in the spring, but only if you are scoring around 1500 on your practice tests. 

11th

Spend a couple of weekends visiting the colleges that appeal to you the most. Begin the college application process. Find out about individual deadlines and procedures, as they differ by institution. Practice for the PSAT at least two to three hours per week and more as the test approaches. Take it in October. (It now counts toward the National Merit Scholarship Program.) Take the SAT in October, November and December. Take it again in the spring if you want a higher score.

12th

Find out if the college of your choice wants an early decision. If so, please complete the decision process in a timely and professional fashion. Continue to practice taking the SAT if you remain unhappy with your score. (Practice on the test at least three to four hours per week.) Schedule the October and November SAT. If you still need a higher score, take the December and January tests.
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